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� Kirksville's newspapers during the pandemic in 
1918 — including the Kirksville Daily Express, 
Kirksville Normal School Index, and Kirksville 
Journal— served as public fora that reflected the 
pandemic's impact on Kirksville's culture. They 
were the primary disseminators of public 
information about the pandemic in Kirksville, and information about the pandemic in Kirksville, and 
reflected the diverse interests of Kirksville's public 
and various institutions in the disease, including 
commercializing, trivializing, magnifying, and 
proselytizing about the disease's causes, effects, 
and impacts — sometimes all on a single page.



� Dates of outbreaks:Dates of outbreaks:Dates of outbreaks:Dates of outbreaks:
◦ First Outbreak: October 2 – 27, 1918

◦ Brief Lull: October 28 – November 4, 1918

◦ Second Outbreak: November 5 – December 6, 1918

◦ Resolution: December 7, 1918 – January 7, 1919◦ Resolution: December 7, 1918 – January 7, 1919

� First mention in Kirksville periodicals:First mention in Kirksville periodicals:First mention in Kirksville periodicals:First mention in Kirksville periodicals:
◦ October1 by Missouri State Board of Health

� First closing order issued:First closing order issued:First closing order issued:First closing order issued:
◦ October 9, physicians were asked to report all cases



� Institutions that were ordered closed:Institutions that were ordered closed:Institutions that were ordered closed:Institutions that were ordered closed:
◦ Kirksville’s Board of Health ordered the Kirksville 
State Normal School, all public schools, the Big 
Creek Coal Mine, the International Shoe Factory, 
churches, theatres, and places of business were 
affected by closing orders. affected by closing orders. 
� First and second outbreaks.

� First illness mentioned:First illness mentioned:First illness mentioned:First illness mentioned:
◦ Harry E. Allen, October 10 in Daily Express

� First death mentioned:First death mentioned:First death mentioned:First death mentioned:
◦ Allen; who died October 11
◦ Only death reported by all three newspapers



� MVPs: MVPs: MVPs: MVPs: Emergency Hospital staff/donors

◦ Sacrifices by American School of Osteopathy, 
Theta Psi, Dr. Tom Ashlock, Red Cross chapter

� Worst Team Player:Worst Team Player:Worst Team Player:Worst Team Player: Dr. John R. Kirk, President of 
Kirksville State Normal SchoolKirksville State Normal School

� Least Affected InstitutionLeast Affected InstitutionLeast Affected InstitutionLeast Affected Institution: KSNS 



� Point of greatest virulencePoint of greatest virulencePoint of greatest virulencePoint of greatest virulence: About November 
19: 3,000 to 4,000 sickened at once.

� Total deathsTotal deathsTotal deathsTotal deaths:
◦ 84 to 157 died in Adair County.◦ 84 to 157 died in Adair County.

� 0.39 – 0.73 percent of Adair  County’s residents 
approximately 21,404 residents (1920 Census).

� Last mention:Last mention:Last mention:Last mention:
◦ A.S.O. janitor Shade Epperson’s death

� January 7, 1919.



� Age Group Most AffectedAge Group Most AffectedAge Group Most AffectedAge Group Most Affected: 0–9 
◦ 47 deaths, or 35.3% of liberal estimate deaths.

� In Relation to Total Adair Deaths in 1918In Relation to Total Adair Deaths in 1918In Relation to Total Adair Deaths in 1918In Relation to Total Adair Deaths in 1918----
1919:1919:1919:1919:1919:1919:1919:1919:
◦ 85-157 of 688 deaths. 

◦ 12.2% to 22.8% of deaths.

� Demographics of Average Victim:Demographics of Average Victim:Demographics of Average Victim:Demographics of Average Victim:
◦ White male child, living in Adair County outside of 
Kirksville.
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“Hello“Hello“Hello“Hello, True, I’m going to sit , True, I’m going to sit , True, I’m going to sit , True, I’m going to sit 
down and eat my lunch at this down and eat my lunch at this down and eat my lunch at this down and eat my lunch at this 
table with youtable with youtable with youtable with you.” / “Why.” / “Why.” / “Why.” / “Why, Hello, , Hello, , Hello, , Hello, 
Smith. How are youSmith. How are youSmith. How are youSmith. How are you?” ?” ?” ?” / / / / “Oh“Oh“Oh“Oh, I’ve , I’ve , I’ve , I’ve 
been miserable all forenoon been miserable all forenoon been miserable all forenoon been miserable all forenoon 
(snuffle(snuffle(snuffle(snuffle).” “I ).” “I ).” “I ).” “I caught a beastly cold caught a beastly cold caught a beastly cold caught a beastly cold 
(snuffle(snuffle(snuffle(snuffle).” ).” ).” ).” / / / / “Don’t “Don’t “Don’t “Don’t hang around hang around hang around hang around (snuffle(snuffle(snuffle(snuffle).” ).” ).” ).” / / / / “Don’t “Don’t “Don’t “Don’t hang around hang around hang around hang around 
me with that cold unless you me with that cold unless you me with that cold unless you me with that cold unless you 
want it broken want it broken want it broken want it broken up!!!”up!!!”up!!!”up!!!”

“Outbursts of Everett True — By 
Condo,” Kirksville Daily Express, 
October 12, 1918, 2. Pickler
Memorial Library Archives. 
Microfilm.



““““I wonder how much longer I wonder how much longer I wonder how much longer I wonder how much longer 
that bird is going to lay on that bird is going to lay on that bird is going to lay on that bird is going to lay on 
that phonethat phonethat phonethat phone?” / “Ka Chow” / ?” / “Ka Chow” / ?” / “Ka Chow” / ?” / “Ka Chow” / 
““““KaChooKaChooKaChooKaChoo” / “And In Flew ” / “And In Flew ” / “And In Flew ” / “And In Flew 
EnzaEnzaEnzaEnza!”!”!”!”

Allman, W. R, “Doings of 
the Duffs,” Kirksville 
Daily Express, October 
28, 1918, 3. Pickler
Memorial Library 
Archives. Microfilm.



“To “To “To “To HELP CHECK SPANISH HELP CHECK SPANISH HELP CHECK SPANISH HELP CHECK SPANISH 
INFLUENZA INFLUENZA INFLUENZA INFLUENZA 
We We We We have discarded during this have discarded during this have discarded during this have discarded during this 
epidemic all glasses at our fountain, epidemic all glasses at our fountain, epidemic all glasses at our fountain, epidemic all glasses at our fountain, 
and here after will serve only and here after will serve only and here after will serve only and here after will serve only 
Individual Sanitary dishes and Individual Sanitary dishes and Individual Sanitary dishes and Individual Sanitary dishes and 
glasses. Our straws are sealed in glasses. Our straws are sealed in glasses. Our straws are sealed in glasses. Our straws are sealed in 
tubes and our spoons are sterilizedtubes and our spoons are sterilizedtubes and our spoons are sterilizedtubes and our spoons are sterilized. . . . 

Our Our Our Our fountain at present is the fountain at present is the fountain at present is the fountain at present is the 
only one in Kirksville that has been only one in Kirksville that has been only one in Kirksville that has been only one in Kirksville that has been only one in Kirksville that has been only one in Kirksville that has been only one in Kirksville that has been only one in Kirksville that has been 
[unreadable] the Sanitation Test. [unreadable] the Sanitation Test. [unreadable] the Sanitation Test. [unreadable] the Sanitation Test. 

Patrons Patrons Patrons Patrons of our fountain are safe of our fountain are safe of our fountain are safe of our fountain are safe 
and have been safe in the past. Get and have been safe in the past. Get and have been safe in the past. Get and have been safe in the past. Get 
your drinks where sanitation is your drinks where sanitation is your drinks where sanitation is your drinks where sanitation is 
recognized as a basic requirement of recognized as a basic requirement of recognized as a basic requirement of recognized as a basic requirement of 
good service to the publicgood service to the publicgood service to the publicgood service to the public....

Insist on Individual Sanitary Service. Insist on Individual Sanitary Service. Insist on Individual Sanitary Service. Insist on Individual Sanitary Service. 

PRINCESS DRUG STORE. Frank PRINCESS DRUG STORE. Frank PRINCESS DRUG STORE. Frank PRINCESS DRUG STORE. Frank 
StookeyStookeyStookeyStookey, Prop. , Prop. , Prop. , Prop. 

WE WE WE WE SERVE SANDWICHES, PIE, SERVE SANDWICHES, PIE, SERVE SANDWICHES, PIE, SERVE SANDWICHES, PIE, 
DOUGHNUTS, HOT DRINKS”DOUGHNUTS, HOT DRINKS”DOUGHNUTS, HOT DRINKS”DOUGHNUTS, HOT DRINKS”

Advertisement, Kirksville Daily 
Express, October 22, 1918, 4. 
Pickler Memorial Library Archives. 
Microfilm.



“INFLUENZA “INFLUENZA “INFLUENZA “INFLUENZA 
Headache Headache Headache Headache –––– aching bones aching bones aching bones aching bones ––––
slight fever slight fever slight fever slight fever –––– sick all over sick all over sick all over sick all over ––––
can’t eat can’t eat can’t eat can’t eat ––––

That’s That’s That’s That’s itititit————You are Taking You are Taking You are Taking You are Taking 
the Influenza the Influenza the Influenza the Influenza 

When When When When these symptoms these symptoms these symptoms these symptoms When When When When these symptoms these symptoms these symptoms these symptoms 
appear, don’t wait until you appear, don’t wait until you appear, don’t wait until you appear, don’t wait until you 
have to go to the hospital have to go to the hospital have to go to the hospital have to go to the hospital ––––
see see see see your doctor your doctor your doctor your doctor –––– bring your bring your bring your bring your 
prescription or have your prescription or have your prescription or have your prescription or have your 
doctor send it to us. doctor send it to us. doctor send it to us. doctor send it to us. 

PRINCESS DRUG STORE. PRINCESS DRUG STORE. PRINCESS DRUG STORE. PRINCESS DRUG STORE. HHHH. . . . 
F. F. F. F. StookeyStookeyStookeyStookey, Proprietor , Proprietor , Proprietor , Proprietor 
Graduate Graduate Graduate Graduate Pharmacist and Pharmacist and Pharmacist and Pharmacist and 
Chemist”Chemist”Chemist”Chemist”

Advertisement, Kirksville Daily 
Express, October 10, 1918, 6. Pickler
Memorial Library Archives. Microfilm.



“WAR AGAINST INFLUENZA!“WAR AGAINST INFLUENZA!“WAR AGAINST INFLUENZA!“WAR AGAINST INFLUENZA!
DON’T wear too heavy a hat; don’t DON’T wear too heavy a hat; don’t DON’T wear too heavy a hat; don’t DON’T wear too heavy a hat; don’t 
wear one that is too light wear one that is too light wear one that is too light wear one that is too light -------- we have we have we have we have 
all kinds. all kinds. all kinds. all kinds. 
DON’T wear too heavy clothing; don’t DON’T wear too heavy clothing; don’t DON’T wear too heavy clothing; don’t DON’T wear too heavy clothing; don’t 
wear too light  wear too light  wear too light  wear too light  -------- we have all kinds.  we have all kinds.  we have all kinds.  we have all kinds.  
DON’T wear too heavy hose; don’t wear DON’T wear too heavy hose; don’t wear DON’T wear too heavy hose; don’t wear DON’T wear too heavy hose; don’t wear 
too light too light too light too light –––– We have all kinds. We have all kinds. We have all kinds. We have all kinds. 
DON’T wear too heavy overcoats; don’t DON’T wear too heavy overcoats; don’t DON’T wear too heavy overcoats; don’t DON’T wear too heavy overcoats; don’t 
wear too light wear too light wear too light wear too light –––– We have all kinds. We have all kinds. We have all kinds. We have all kinds. 
DON’T wear too heavy a sweater; don’t DON’T wear too heavy a sweater; don’t DON’T wear too heavy a sweater; don’t DON’T wear too heavy a sweater; don’t 

Advertisement, Kirksville Daily Express, 
October 11, 1918, 6. Pickler Memorial 
Library Archives. Microfilm.

DON’T wear too heavy a sweater; don’t DON’T wear too heavy a sweater; don’t DON’T wear too heavy a sweater; don’t DON’T wear too heavy a sweater; don’t 
wear too light wear too light wear too light wear too light –––– We have all kinds. We have all kinds. We have all kinds. We have all kinds. 
DON’T wear too heavy a suit; don’t DON’T wear too heavy a suit; don’t DON’T wear too heavy a suit; don’t DON’T wear too heavy a suit; don’t 
wear too light wear too light wear too light wear too light –––– We have all kinds. We have all kinds. We have all kinds. We have all kinds. 
DON’T Try and buy inferior goods DON’T Try and buy inferior goods DON’T Try and buy inferior goods DON’T Try and buy inferior goods 
because the price is lower; but pay a because the price is lower; but pay a because the price is lower; but pay a because the price is lower; but pay a 
little more for your clothes and less for little more for your clothes and less for little more for your clothes and less for little more for your clothes and less for 
the doctor. the doctor. the doctor. the doctor. 

FactsFactsFactsFacts ValueValueValueValue Service Service Service Service 
Harry Harry Harry Harry BamburgBamburgBamburgBamburg/ The B & F Store / We / The B & F Store / We / The B & F Store / We / The B & F Store / We 
Treat You Right and all Alike”Treat You Right and all Alike”Treat You Right and all Alike”Treat You Right and all Alike”



““““I’VE GOT THE ‘FLU’ I’VE GOT THE ‘FLU’ I’VE GOT THE ‘FLU’ I’VE GOT THE ‘FLU’ 

AND AND AND AND CAN’T GET OUT TO SEE CAN’T GET OUT TO SEE CAN’T GET OUT TO SEE CAN’T GET OUT TO SEE 
ALL YOU FOLKS TOMORROW ALL YOU FOLKS TOMORROW ALL YOU FOLKS TOMORROW ALL YOU FOLKS TOMORROW 

The The The The Doctor Says It Won’t do Doctor Says It Won’t do Doctor Says It Won’t do Doctor Says It Won’t do 
for Me To for Me To for Me To for Me To Go Go Go Go Up Salt River Up Salt River Up Salt River Up Salt River 
Now! Now! Now! Now! 

So be kind when you are So be kind when you are So be kind when you are So be kind when you are So be kind when you are So be kind when you are So be kind when you are So be kind when you are 
fixing up your ballot fixing up your ballot fixing up your ballot fixing up your ballot 
tomorrow. tomorrow. tomorrow. tomorrow. 

I’ll promise you I will make a I’ll promise you I will make a I’ll promise you I will make a I’ll promise you I will make a 
good County Clerk if you’ll good County Clerk if you’ll good County Clerk if you’ll good County Clerk if you’ll 
elect me to the office; and you elect me to the office; and you elect me to the office; and you elect me to the office; and you 
won’t regret won’t regret won’t regret won’t regret it.it.it.it.

Willard E. Willard E. Willard E. Willard E. Evans”Evans”Evans”Evans”

Advertisement, Kirksville 
Daily Express, November 4, 
1918, 4. Pickler Memorial 
Library Archives. Microfilm.



� Newspapers/Kirksville institutions as 
unreliable narrators

� Self Interest: What’s in it for me to close down 
when my business/institution is relatively 
unaffected?unaffected?

� Newspapers: Public fora that reflected diverse 
interests. 
◦ Wealthiest/most influential voices overrepresented


